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WIRE Goes Down Under s

Western Integrated Resource Education (WIRE) is a regional
educational program taught by university Extension agents and
specialists in Wyoming, Utah, Montana, and Idaho that focuses
on total agricultural business and resource management.  The
program has been funded by university Extension services in the
cooperating states and the USDA-CREES Western HL'};.IUI‘IH-I Cus-
tainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) Competi-
tive Grants Program. WIRE teaches a concept of management thal
provides practical tools for integrating management of physical,
biclogical, financial, and human resources of agricultural opera-
tions, emphasizing the process of management rather than par-
ticular production technologies.

Meat k Livestock, Australia’s North Australia Program, in
conjunction with the Queensland Beef Institute and the
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FutureProfits Project, sponsored a visit o Queensland by the
WIRE team from the University of Wyoming in August and
September. Roger Banner, a member of the Utah State University
WIRE team, was invited to participale

Roger, an Extension specialist and assoclate professor in
Rangeland Resources, talked in glowing terms about the success
of the exchange. "1 felt that programs and materials providing
meaningful information on climate application to agriculturalists
were exceptionally well-done and useful to producers, scientists,
and others. 1§ seemed to me that a great deal more effor is being
expended on interpretation of climatic data there than we see
here.”  For more information on climate applications, Roger
suggests Web sites wwsebom gov.an/silo/ and wowwdneqgld goo.mm/
lowgputk/

Roger also praised Queensland’s Building Rural Leaders
course offered to enhance the leadeérship and stralegic business
skills of rural people in Queensland and a producer-oriented
monitoring program called “GRASS Check” that appeared to be
quite useful and accepted by property owners and managers.

While in Queensland, WIRE team members taught three
abbreviated courses on their pwn integrated educational pack-
age. Banner explained that “in the WIRE course, we leach a
process of management that includes strategic planning, tactical
planning, operational planning. and performance evaluation. We
recognize the dynamic nature of resource management where
goals and resource conditions change with time and in response
to management.” The team also participated in neviews of range-
land Extension and rescarch projects ongoing in North Australia

But was it all work and no play down under? Roger reports
that one of the great pleasures was “visiting with people from
rural areas of Queensland and seeing what goes on there. | also
vizited Carnarvon Gorge Mational Park and the CGreal Barrier
Reel.”

Visit the WIRE Web site: ity dlapecon. wirpo edifiwiredefanl . fim
or contact Roger Banner: rogert@ext usiedi for more information.



